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BAY-DELTA ADVISORY COUNCIL
DELTA DRINKING WATER COUNCIL

Description

Bay-Delta Advisory Council
The Bay-Delta Advisory Council (BDAC) was chartered as part of the CALFED Program to
provide recommendations to the Secretary of Interior and the Governor of California in
developing long-term solutions addressing the underlying causes of problems affecting San
Francisco Bay and Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta Estuary values. These values include:
protection of water quality, protection of the Bay-Delta Estuary including its fish and wildlife
resources, effective planning and operation of water delivery systems, and maintenance of Delta
levees and channels.

CALFED Bay-Delta Program- Water Quality
The overall CALFED objective for water quality is to provide good water quality for
environmental, agricultural, industrial, and recreational beneficial uses, including drinking water.
The CALFED drinking water quality objective is to continuously improve source water quality
that allows for municipal water suppliers to deliver safe, reliable, and affordable drinking water
that reliably meets, and where feasible, exceeds applicable drinking water standards. The
CALFED program for improving drinking water quality is to reduce the loads and/or impacts of
bromide, total organic carbon, pathogens, nutrients, salinity, and turbidity through a combination
of measures including source reduction, alternative sources of water, treatment, and storage and
conveyance improvements.

CALFED’s specific target for providing safe, reliable, and affordable drinking water in a cost
effective way is to achieve either: a) average concentrations at Clifton Court Forebay and other
south and central Delta drinking water intakes of 50 ug/L bromide and 3.0 mgiL total organic
¯ carbon; or b) an equivalent level of public health protection utilizing a cost effective combination
of alternative source waters, source control, and treatment technologies.

Delta Drinking Water Council - Need, Mission, Duties
In furtherance of CALFED’s drinking water quality objectives, the Delta Drinking Water
Council will be formed as a subcommittee of BDAC. The duties of the Delta Drinking Water
Council are solely advisory, as outlined below.

Need - The derivation of the Delta Drinking Water Council came from many discussions
with agencies and stakeholders who commented on the complexity of the drinking water
issues, the importance of drinking water concerns, the need to utilize all available
drinking water expertise, and the need to provide an Official forum for stakeholders and
agencies to assist in developing the best set of solutions.

Mission - The mission of the Delta Drinking Water Council is to advise the CALFED
Program and the CALFED Policy Group through BDAC on necessary adaptations to the
CALFED Drinking Water Improvement Strategy to achieve CALFED’s drinking water
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objectives (See attachment 1 diagram - CALFED’s Drinking Water Improvement
Strategy). It is under the scrutiny of the Delta Drinking Water Council that a
combination of actions and studies will be developed and performed to drive important
decisions on which additional measures or set of measures are most appropriate to meet
CALFED’s drinking water quality objectives.

Duties
The Council will:

¯ Operate as a BDAC subcommittee to provide advice related to CALFED drinking
water actions and studies.

¯ Make recommendations to the CALFED Program, CALFED agencies and BDAC
on treatment, health effects, alternative water sources, conveyance improvements,
storage and operations necessary to achieve drinking water quality objectives.

¯ Recommend milestones as indicators of continuous improvement in water quality
¯ Identify monitoring, research and information needs
¯ Identify opportunities for beneficial CALFED involvement in source water

quality improvement activities
¯ Recommend research into human health effects of Delta drinking water supplies
¯ Recommend research and development of drinking water treatment technologies

to effectively treat Delta water supplies
¯ Provide a forum where CALFED can convene scientific experts to provide

independent scientific review of drinking water quality elements of the CALFED
Program and to provide recommendations for improving the overall success of the
Program.

¯ Advise CALFED on the preparation of reports to the CALFED Policy Group and
BDAC which assess:
1. Trends in Delta water quality
2. Progress in source control
3. Trends in treatment technology and regulation
4. Recent findings and summary status of human health effects of

disinfection byproducts
5. The ability of treatment, conveyance changes, water exchanges and

storage development and operations to achieve progress towards drinking
water quality objectives

6. Implemented and proposed Stage 1 water quality actions and their
performance in achieving progress towards drinking water quality
objectives

7. Adaptive management changes necessary to achieve CALFED drinking
water objectives (includes providing oversight of feasibility testing, pilot
scale, and full scale project implementation)

8. Reevaluation of CALFED’s drinking water quality objectives

CALFED Program Relationship to Delta Drinking Water Council

¯ The CALFED Program will provide technical and administrative support to the
Delta Drinking Water Council to carry out its duties.
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¯ The CALFED Program will regularly evaluate achievement of performance
targets or milestones and will present these findings to the Delta Drinking Water
Council for its review.

¯ The CALFED Program will reguiarly request advice from the Council on the
overall direction of the drinking water quality improvement effort and on
priorities for CALFED funding.

Period of Time Necessary for the Council and Termination Date

As a BDAC subcommittee, the Council’s term is co-terminous with BDAC’s. The make-up and
purpose of he Delta Drinking Water council will be reevaluated along with BDAC when the
environmental review process is completed. The need for public advice on the delta drinking
water issues will continue throughout implementation of the program. The precise forum in
which this advice is offered and the structure of the participation shall be determined by
CALFED before the conclusion of the environmental review process.

Membership

Members of the Council, including the Chair, will be appointed by and serve at the pleasure of
the Chair of BDAC. The BDAC Chair may seek advice from the Council regarding selection of
the Council Chair. The Delta Drinking Water Council Chair must exhibit good facilitation and
dispute resolution skills. The position may be rotated among members at the discretion of the
BDAC Chair. Members are appointed as individuals and as representatives of their respective
organizations. The combined membership should possess high level technical and policy
expertise. Members represent the following areas:

¯ Drinking water regulations
¯ Human health effects (e.g., toxicological, epidemiological)
¯ Water treatment
¯ Delta hydrology and water quality
¯ Water management/operations and water quality modeling
¯ Water quhlity monitoring
¯ Source control

See attachment 2, membership list. (Not included at this time.)

Operating Procedures

The CALFED Bay-Delta Program will provide staff support for the Council. All meetings of the
Council will be public meetings with prior notice of the date, time, location and items to be
discussed provided to interested parties. Summary notes of each meeting of the Council will be
prepared for distribution to the membership and to others upon request.

Allowances
Members serve on the Council without compensation for their services. Non-Federal and non-
State members will be reimbursed for travel, subsistence, and other necessary expenses incurred
by them in performing duties consistent with applicable state and federal law.
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Frequency of Meetings
Council meetings are expected to be full day meetings and will likely occur at least quarterly.
The frequency and duration of the meetings may change as deemed necessary by the BDAC
Chair, the Council Chair, and!or the CALFED Program Executive Director.

Decision-Making Protocols
A majority of the membership of the Council will constitute a quorum for the transaction of
business. The Council shall seek consensus support for its advice and recommendations. If
consensus cannot be reached, the Council will issue a majority report to BDAC. One or more
minority reports also will be issued if the minority so desires.
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Water Quality Improvement Strategy
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